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Let te r  f rom the  MOSCDC Pres iden t :  Les l ie  Henger   

Dear Friends,  

As May is the month we celebrate Motherôs Day and military moms, I wanted to dedicate this to all our members. Thank 

you for all you do!  

 

 

The Invisible Mother..... 
 

It all began to make sense, the blank stares, the lack of response, the way one of the kids will walk into the room 

while I'm on the phone and ask to be taken to the store. Inside I'm thinking, 'Can't you see I'm on the phone?' 

 

Obviously not; no one can see if I'm on the phone, or cooking, or sweeping the floor, or even standing on my head in 

the corner, because no one can see me at all. I'm invisible.. The invisible Mom. 

 

Some days I am only a pair of hands, nothing more! Can you fix this? Can you tie this? Can you open this??  Some 

days I'm not a pair of hands; I'm a clock to ask, 'What time is it?' I'm a satellite guide to answer, 'What number is 

the Disney Channel?' I'm a car to order, 'Right around 5:30, please.' Some days I'm a crystal ball; 'Where's my 

other sock?, Where's my phone?, What's for dinner?' 

 

One night, a group of us were having dinner, celebrating the return of a friend from England . She had just gotten 

back from a fabulous trip, and she was going on and on about the hotel she stayed in. She turned to me with a beau-

tifully wrapped package, and said, 'I brought you this.' It was a book on the great cathedrals of Europe . I wasn't 

exactly sure why she'd given it to me until I read her inscription: 'With admiration for the greatness of what you are 

building when no one sees.' 

 

In the days ahead I would read - no, devoured - the book. And I would discover what would become for me, four life-

changing truths, after which I could pattern my work: 1) No one can say who built the great cathedrals - we have no 

record of their names. 2) These builders gave their whole lives for a work they would never see finished. 3) They 

made great sacrifices and expected no credit. 4) The passion of their building was fueled by their faith that the eyes 

of God saw everything.  

 

A story of legend in the book told of a rich man who came to visit the cathedral while it was being built, and he saw a 

workman carving a tiny bird on the inside of a beam. He was puzzled and asked the man, 'Why are you spending so 

much time carving that bird into a beam that will be covered by the roof, No one will ever see it. 

 

I closed the book, feeling the missing piece fall into place. It was almost as if I heard God whispering to me, 'I see 

you. I see the sacrifices you make every day, even when no one around you does. No act of kindness you've done, no 

sequin you've sewn on, no cupcake you've baked, no Cub Scout meeting, no last minute errand is too small for me to 

notice and smile over. You are building a great cathedral, but you can't see right now what it will become.  

 

I keep the right perspective when I see myself as a great builder. As one of the people who show up at a job that they 

will never see finished, to work on something that their name will never be on. The writer of the book went so far as 

to say that no cathedrals could ever be built in our lifetime because there are so few people willing to sacrifice to that 

degree. When I really think about it, I don't want my son to tell the friend he's bringing home from college for 

Thanksgiving, 'My Mom gets up at 4 in the morning and bakes homemade pies, and then she bastes a turkey for 3 

hours and presses all the linens for the table.' That would mean I'd built a monument to myself. I just want him to 

want to come home. And then, if there is anything more to say to his friend, he'd say, 'You're gonna love it there...' 

 

As mothers, we are building great cathedrals. We cannot be seen if we're doing it right. And one day, it is very possi-

ble that the world will marvel, not only at what we have built, but at the beauty that has been added to the world by 

the sacrifices of invisible mothers. To all the wonderful mothers out there!!       Author Unknown 

 



 
 

    MOSC News                      

MOSC Welcomes           

2010 - 2011  Board !  

 

President ðKimberly Coerr  

Vice President ðLaura Henderson  

Treasurer ðReneô Laws  

Recording Secretary ðSamantha 

Mulvaney  

Corresponding Secretary ðPat Conk-

lin  

 

Many thanks to so many who stepped 

forward to volunteer their precious 

time to serve with MOSCDC!  

MembershipðAngie Rampey 

HospitalityðAndrea Pastel 

Web siteðKim Bowman 

JAFOWLðKim Beydler 

ParliamentarianðAnna Nemeth 

Retired LiaisonðJuanita Land 

NewsletterðChristianne Witten 

 

The new board is looking forward to a great 

year!   We still need a few more folks to join the 

group and help achieve yet another super suc-

cessful year for MOSCDC!  

A FEW MOSC SPOTS 

AVAILABLE!  

 
Publicity Person ðFun, outgoing spouses, 
this job is for you!  Chat up local mags and 

publications to spread the word about 
MOSCDC!  Send information on MOSC to 
local military organizations (War College, 

Henderson Hall etc.) and help bump up our 
membership numbers.  

 
Historian  ï Is the camera your friend?  If 
you have fun taking pictures and would like 
to join us at events, please volunteer!  The 

historian takes and compiles photos all 
year, and turns them into a photo 

book.  The photo book is kept for historical 
records and also offered for sale to the gen-

eral membership. 
 

Programs ðCalling all Julie McCoy types!  
Organize events, activities and outings!  

Help plan visits to museums, monuments in 
DC and the surrounding area. Qualifica-
tions: enthusiasm and organization é oh, 

and a love of all things DC! 
 

Ways and Means ð Are you organized 
and a natural born salesgal?  Chat up 

spouses at a few key events and sell, sell, 
sell!  A great opportunity to meet lots of 

folks and attend fun events all year!   
 
 

  



                            VOTE HERE!  

Vote Here!  
Please  take  a  few minu tes  to  vo te  fo r  t he  P roposed  

amendments  and  changes  to  the  MOSC Cons t i t u t ion  and  

By - Laws  

Ba l lo t s  may  be  ma i led  to  Kr i s t in  H icks  a t   

10457  P inev iew Road  Manassas ,  VA 20111  

MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN May 30 

Kristin Hicks 

10457 Pineview Road 
Manassas, VA 20111 

Questions?  Call 703/ 257-0296 

 

Signature of member         Date 

Please refer to your April newsletter for a 

detailed description of all the proposed 

changes.   

 

 

Yes, I agree to the proposed changes 

No, I DO NOT agree to the proposed changes 



Bunco ! !     

The dice were rolling as MOSCDC members were joined 

by MAOSC (Marine Aviation Officer Spouses Club) 

members for a joint Bunco session!  

 

Members enjoyed a delicious buffet lunch at the Fort 

Myer Officer's Club followed by two rounds of Bunco. 

While some were old pros at the popular dice game, oth-

ers played for the first time.  

 

Lucky winners were treated to fun prizes which featured 

a "Spring" theme. Long time MOSCDC member Olga 

Robertson brought her granddaughter Michelle Crerar to 

join in the fun.  

 

Special thanks to Carla Olivo and Annette Salmon who 

joined forces to plan this great event!    

 
 

 Bunco and Zip Code Cof fee 

Muggs Shutler & Kim Beydler: Olga Robert-

son & granddaughter Michelle:  Carla Olivo 

& Annette Salmon, ; Zip Code gals 

Fa i r fax ,  Bu rke ,        

Sp r ing f i e ld ,  Lor ton   

Z ip  Code  C lub     

FBSL Zip Code Club members gathered for a deli-

cious lunch at the Wine House in Fairfax on May 4. 

And yes, someone was heard to say, "It's 5 o'clock 

somewhere!" If you are interested in heading up one of 

our clubs in your zip code, please contact Carla Olivo 

at carlacontento@yahoo.com.    

 
Photo (l-r) Kelli Dunne, Susan Magnuson, Denise Renier, Maxine Wilson, Andrea Pastel, Carla 

Olivo, Carolyn Cates, Christine White, Jen Scrabeck, Suzanne Milstead 
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