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2009-2010 

MOSC Board Members 

 

     Honorary President  ~ Annette Conway 

Honorary Advisor  ~ Bonnie Amos 

 
    President  

     Leslie Henger                                    703/ 580-1410 

     Vice President 

     Tracy Ross                                         443/949-7190 

     Treasurer 

     Kimberly Coerr                                 703/448-7437 

     Corresponding Secretary 

     Laura Henderson                               443/603-7311 

     Recording Secretary 

     Denise Renier                                    703/372-5322 

     Parliamentarian  

     Kristin Hicks                                     703/257-0296 

    Newsletter Editor 

     Molly Blake                                       928/246-5431 

     Retired Liaison 

     Juanita Land                                      703/590-2106 

     Programs/Reservations 

     Carla Olivo                                       703/646-4515 

     Historian 

     Rene Laws/Tammi Green                540/ 318-8520 

     Membership  

     Susan Petersen                                  540/659-1413 

     Ways and Means 

     Yevette Petersen                               703/ 763-3193 

     Publicity  

     Donna Charette                858/735-7395 

     Web Mistress 

     Kate Johnson                703/221-6419 

 Happy November to everyone!  

We had such a wonderful time last month at Mt. Vernon and I want to 

thank everyone who  braved the cold that day. If you missed out, 

check out the fabulous article inside.  Special thanks go out to our 

Programs Coordinator, Carla Olivo, for putting together such a won-

derful event and the extra special touch of sweets at our lunch! I know 

everyone appreciated that.  

This month we hope you enjoy the tour of the Women in the Service 

Memorial followed by lunch at Ft. Myer. If you are not there, then we 

hope to see you as we help Mrs. Conway decorate the Home of the 

Commandants. 

I am sure that many of you have attended your Ball this month and I 

hope they were fun and memorable. If you have pictures that you 

would like to share, please send them to our wonderful newsletter per-

son, Molly Blake.  Don't forget to add your name and the ball you at-

tended!  

As we move into December we are excited to see many of you at our 

Annual Toys for Tots luncheon that we traditionally hold with QOSO. 

They are the hosts this year and will be accepting our reservations, so 

don't forget to send in your reply card that came with your invitation.  

I would like to wish everyone a wonderful Thanksgiving and in that 

spirit, send out an extra special Thank You to our Board members 

who continually work hard to come up with creative and fun ideas for 

our club.  I am honored and pleased to work with you all!  

  

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Leslie Henger 

   MOSCDC President  



 MOSC News é  

 

WHITE HOUSE  

TOUR UPDATE  

TOYS FOR TOTS:    

12 /8 /09  

This yearôs Toys for Tots luncheon, 

scheduled for December 8, is being 

held at the Clubs at Quantico.  

 

Jointly held 

with Quantico 

Officersô 

Spousesô Club, 

the lunch is a 

spectacular holiday display of generos-

ity and goodwill. Local schoolchildren 

are slated to sing for guests and of 

course, our amazing Marines will be on 

hand to collect new, unwrapped toys to 

distribute to folks in need.  

 

Toys for Tots began in 1947 when, in-

spired by his wife, Major Bill 

Hendricks and a group of Marine re-

servists, handed out 5,000 toys to chil-

dren in Los Angeles.  From 1991 to 

2008, the foundation has supplemented 

local toy collections with 81.3 million 

toys for nearly $500 million.   

 

MOSC is currently collecting clean, 

new or gently used 

beanie babies at its 

events and encourages 

members to ask 

friends and neighbors 

to donate as well.  

General Amos will be hand-

delivering the beanie babies to the 

BEANIE  BABY DRIVE   

BOTANICAL  GARDEN 

TOUR:  Janua ry  20  

Save the date!  Join MOSC on Janu-

ary 20 for a walking tour of the 

U.S. Bo-

tanical 

Gardens.  
 

Located on 

the U.S. 

Capitol 

Grounds 

Campus, the recently renovated Con-

servatory features a 4,000 living 

specimens and a spectacular array of 

26,000 plants like Baja Fairy Duster, 

Yellow Marjan as well as delicate 

orchids, medicinal plants, cacti, bro-

meliads, and economic plants.  

 

The idea for this beautiful national 

treasure  was born in the early 1800ôs 

and eventually grew and transformed 

to its current setting in 1933.  More 

details to follow.  

 

MOSCôs Programs Chair is also hard 

at work planning a Newseum Tour 

in February and a spring Embassy 

Tour!  

 

troops in Afghanistan later in the year 

and is hoping to collect 10,000 of the 

colorful stuffed creatures.   

Contact any board member for more 

information or bring the beanie babies  

to any event.  

Invitations are being mailed out so be 

sure and keep an eye out for the invi-

tation. RSVP by November 30.  
MOSCôs Programs Chair is still await-

ing a final confirmation for our White 

House Tour date and time.   

 

Hereôs how it works:  MOSC puts in a 

request for a tour and it goes through 

various security and scheduling check-

points.  The White House folks then 

come back to us with a date and time. 

As soon as MOSCôs programs chair is 

notified of the exact date and time, it 

will be communicated to the members 

whoôve signed up and provided their 

information. PLEASE continue to 

check the website for updates!  

 

MEMBERSHIP                     

D IRECTORIES  

MOSC Membership Chair Susan Peter-

sen will be handing out membership di-

rectories at MOSCôs Decemberôs Toys 

for Tots Luncheon.    

 

If you cannot make the event, alternative 

arrangements can be made.   

 

ARE YOU CRA FTY?  

Decemberôs newsletter will spotlight a 

few of our MOSC ócrafty gals!ô  Do you 

knit, sew or make fabulous crafty crafts?  

The newsletter gal wants to interview 

you and give you a chance to show off 

your crafty wares!  

 

Send an email to 

molly_blake1@yahoo.com or 

moscdc@gmail.com and let us know if 

you are stunningly crafty or if you know 

an  MOSC sista who has the crafty gene!  



 MOSC Mt.  Ver non Tour   

 

Carla Olivo has been to Mount 

Vernon many times but enjoying the 

tour with a group of Marine spouses 

made this visit especially memora-

ble. 

 

ñIt was amazing,ò said Olivo. ñThe 

whole experience was really special 

and educational.ò 

 

Olivo along with some 20 of her 

MOSC sisters toured, laughed, 

learned and of course, lunched at 

George Washingtonôs home over-

looking the Potomac River on Octo-

ber 14.  

 

ñOne of the highlights was defi-

nitely the guide, Tony DeRigge,ò 

said Rene Laws, MOSCôs historian. 

ñHe was entertaining and really put 

so much effort into sharing interest-

ing anecdotes about the whole area.ò  

 

DeRigge explained how the land 

came to Washingtonôs family, the 

evolution from farmhouse to man-

sion, and the changes Washington 

himself made in the landscaping de-

sign. DeRigge led the group to the 

upper garden to check out the design 

and then to the cramped slave quar-

tersðopening visitorsô eyes into 

their backbreaking days and meager 

living conditions.  

 

The somber mood, however, quickly 

dissipated thanks to DeRiggeôs 

sharp wit. Some members admit-

tedly sought refuge in the back of 

the crowd to avoid being singled out 

by the engaging historical inter-

preter.   

From there, the ladies headed to the 

piazza to take in the breathtaking 

view of the Potomac and then to the 

original Mount Vernon Tomb.  

 

At the Tomb where the first Presi-

dent and Martha rest, two of 

MOSCôs longest serving members, 

Juanita Land and Carolyn Cates, 

were given the honor of participat-

ing in one of Mount Vernonôs most 

revered events: the laying of the 

wreath.  

 

ñWhat an humbling experience,ò 

said Land. ñMy thoughts were of the 

service and sacrifices made by Gen-

eral Washington for our Coun-

try.  As I stood there I gave prayers 

of thanks for his service and for all 

who have served to keep us safe and 

free.ò 

 

Following the ceremony some folks 

set out for the gift shop while others 

toured the mansion. Lunch at the 

Mount Vernon Inn capped off the 

afternoon.  

 

George and Martha Washington 

lived at Mount Vernon from the 

time of their marriage in 1759 to his 

death in 1799. The Mount Vernon 

Ladies' Association purchased 

Mount Vernon from the Washington 

family in 1858 and opened the estate 

to the public in 1860. Since that 

time, nearly 80 million visitors have 

toured Washington's home.  

 

Olivo, MOSCôs Programs Chair, is 

already laying the groundwork for a 

January tour of the National Botani-

cal Gardens, a February tour of 

the Newseum and an embassy 

tour in the spring.  

 

ñWe are here in DC so letôs en-

joy it!ò  

 
 

( By Molly Blake, Susan Petersen con-

tributing ) 



 Honor ing Women in Mi l i tar y Ser v ice   

 

Jennifer Tidd walks her dog, Sam, around her eclectic 

Washington Navy Yard neighborhood just about every 

day.   

 

ñThe area has been fixed up quite a bit since the last time 

we were here,ò says Tidd. ñIt sort of has that European 

flavor.ò  

 

And having spent three years at U.S. European Com-

mand in Stuttgart, Germany, Jennifer appreciates Old-

World vibes. She and her husband, Navy Rear Admiral 

Mark Tidd, the 17th Chaplain of the United States Ma-

rine Corps, moved to DC in July. The duo has also called 

Japan and Bahrain home among other Navy bases and 

they are already adapting easily to life in our nationôs 

Capitol.  

 

ñI walk down and take the metro to appointments and 

activities,ò said Tidd.  ñThere is so much to see and do in 

the DC area all the time.ò  

 

Tidd kick-started her military spouse career 29 years ago 

by immediately joining various clubs and organizations 

including Task Force Navy Family, working as a Key 

Volunteer while assigned to the 2nd Marine Division 

and enrolling in the Marine Corps LINKS program.  

 

She encourages spouses to get involved with their unit 

and take advantages of lifelong friendships.  Itôs those 

friendships, Tidd says, that enable a person to tolerate 

these challenging times. Marine spouses, she says, are 

proof positive.  

 

ñI am continually impressed with Marine Corps 

spouses,ò said Tidd. ñThey really step up to the plate and 

keep their families together and make it work.ò  

 

A strong support network and faith are paramount, she 

says as the spouse of the Corps top spiritual leaderða 

post where she is all-too familiar with the heartbreaking 

memorial services for fallen Marines, soldiers and sail-

ors.   

 

She admits the war has taken its toll on many military 

families but feels both the Navy and USMC leadership 

have maintained and 

adapted several 

classes designed to 

help reduce stress on 

families. ñI really like 

the Marine Corps 

LINKS and Navy 

Compass programs 

which are designed to 

equip new spouses to 

get the most out of 

their respective 

branchesô experi-

ences,ò she said.  

 

Tidd, a watercolorist 

whom you might spot along the Potomac Riverï if the 

weather cooperatesï is also a busy, self-described 

empty nester who enjoys historical fiction and sus-

pense novels like her current read  by Michael Crich-

ton. The Tiddôs have two children:  Mike is deployed 

to Iraq with the North Carolina National Guard and 

Carol is a senior at Grove City College in Pennsyl-

vania.   

 

Despite a strong Navy bloodlineðshe grew up with a 

career Naval officer father and attended Annapolis 

High SchoolðTidd vowed never to wed a Navy man. 

However, nearly 30 years after marrying exactly that, 

Tidd admits her military journey with the Navy has 

been a privilege.    

 

Recently, Rear Adm. Tidd  gave the benediction at the 

USMC Worship Service held at the National Cathe-

dral. The signature service was attended by Marine 

Corps top brass including General and Mrs. Conway, 

General and Mrs. Cartwright, General and Mrs. 

Amos, and  MGen (Ret.) Charlie Bolden. Mrs. Tidd  

was right at home chatting with Marines of all ranks 

and their families.  ñJump in and enjoy the adven-

ture,ò she said.  Oooh Rah Mrs. Tidd, welcome 

aboard!  

 

 

 



 

WHITE HOUSE CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS ORDER FORM  

 

 

Name: ___________________________Phone: __________________Email: ______________________ 

 

Address:  

 

            2009 Ornaments at $19.00 each =  SOLD OUT! 

_____ 2008 Ornaments at $15.00 each=  ________ 

_____ 2007 Ornaments at $10.00 each = ________ 

_____ 2006 Ornaments at $8.00 each =   ________ 

           

+ $3.00 shipping  

Total enclosed: $___________ 

 

  If you wish to pick your order up at an event, please indicate which event here: ______________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to MOSC          Mail check and order form to:  

Yevette Peterson at 4495 Southwood Place  Dumfries, VA 22025 
 

 Zip Code Coordinators & more 

 

MOSC is looking for Zip Code Coordinators to take the lead and help connect local 
spouses.  These gatherings can be any kind of event like a bunco, lunch, or book club ð  a 
great chance to meet up with folks from your area.  Check out the list below and youôll be 
surprised at how many Marine spouses live right in your backyard!  If you are interested, 
contact Carla Olivo at carlacontento@yahoo.com or 703.646.4515 and sheôll put your group 
in touch.  The rest is up to you!   

Alexandriað16 members 

McLeanð7 members 

Arlington/Annandale/No. Springfieldð12 members 

Vienna/Fairfaxð9 members 

Fairfax Stn./Burke/West Springfieldð21 members 

Dumfries/Montclair/Woodbridge/Manassasð15 members 

Quanitcoð9 members 

Staffordð20 members 

Washington DCð8 members 

Marylandð4 members 

Annapolis/Arnold Marylandð4 members 

MD Mechanicsville/Hollywood/Lexington Pk/CAð5 members 






